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Dear Jim, 

When I am a way, moil sometimes accumulates to whore it becomes a problem. I do 
have to go into the post of rice in the morning, it is 9 p.n* our time, a^d I’m assuming you 
you ore not joins to phono, I remained homo either all or almost all of hnrsday in the 
event you phoned then. I was gone f or no ^rc than an hour yesterday, takes care of 

tlie periodo of tii-o you said you night call. If you arc broke, I realise any call can be 
a burden to you, I can rarely afford long distance calls, much as I should them. 



To the degree a man of strongly— held fielings cun, I try to withhold moral judge- 
ments on people, I ray, with passion, evaluate what they say or may not have done, bat 
exce t with fascists whose fascism is relevant, I generally eschew tills line, When you 
tell me fri coro hated Kennedy, I aak you if that is worse than the really dcop hatred 
LBJ and Hoover bore him. There is a difference in *oore f a favor. If it is not exculpatory, 
for example, be could quit and sound off were he principled and brave enou^i, it does, 
very much, mitigate. And I’m not about to equate what he did and what Hoover did. I know 
things that m oore did tliat you do not, and that he has no way of knowing I know. I don f t 
think he f d be x>roud. But he is the one who takes orders, not gives them. He dil what he 
was told to do. Even if he desired doing what lie did, the major fault lies with those 
who ordain?d the official fiction* Thi3 does not make Moore innocent. But it leads me 
to th<* fooling that he has a different and lesser kind of 0 uilt. 

Tour letter of 4/29, as you know, is in some way 3 inconsistent with what you had 
written and. said, and it could be interpreted as costing C in a different role. ^ have 
no objections to bis feeling me out or feeling out what 1 know. The former I represented 
as it is. The latter, wbnt I said, I grid truthfully. However, by no moan 3 completely. 

The same as I said of %oro goes for Uo3ty. Periiaps C didn't know it, but Hosty reputedly 
was the bri dve-pl syin g companion of one of the more virulent racists in Dallas, a dis- 
reputable inan who, if vemory is ac ;umbe, had a long criminal record and was a business 
associate of General Walker. Hot, this is anything but the kind of man I f d chose for a 
friend. But so are some of t |e eminences. I can think of nothing Hosty did (besides 
fail) that he was not told to do. I am certain ho perjured himself before the Warren 
Commission, and 1 doubt he f d liave done that without instructions. So, wherein, despite 
Ms nasty beliefs, is Hosty v/orse than others, for example, aaide from his immediate 
superiors, some of the liberal lawyers on the Comisslon, whose transgressions against 
decency, society and the traditions and obligati one of their calling are great. Arc they 
good people and Hosty bad? A 3 one accumulates years, Jim, one tends to see acre gray 
through older eyes. 

If you f ve read my work, you know what I say of 3ome of the agents and soma of the 
things they did and said. But I do not play God. 



What you and C do is a decision each of you ha 3 to mcko. I do beli.ve that if ha is 
for real he can he in jeopardy, can be damaged in other ways, and much as 1 might want 
any useful knowledge he might have, not at that cost. What Sprague Kin done cannot be 
undone. But if, as you 3ay, while terrified at the mention of the CTIA C then told you 
to approach Sprague, I am baffled. It makes only 1 ini tod sense, and that I prefer not 
to believe , not ol the man you describes C as being. Ho did not need my caution about 
Sprague if he had read anything from him or tho CTIA, not a nan with Ms backgromd, 
training and experience. 



Whothsr or not Sprague responded to your letter, it made no difference. He wrote what 
ho did almost the minute ho got back from out there. I saw him after I got your letter, 
drew Mm aside, explained how lie had been irresponsible, irtc., how ignorant he is of the 
basic fact, how much damage lie had done and cculd do, and he thanked me promised to 



be silent and circumspect. That lasted overnight. All those nuts are eaten bv ego. Ilia 
V43 back in the saddle in the morning, and the last 1 heard he was planning something 
agains- mu to the entire CTIA membership. Tluxt bothers we little, for there are none among 
thorn save a few who are wy friends of whose opinion I am at all concerned, and he'll 
ruon haaself with them. An any event, I do what I think right, regardless, as you should 
be able to see for yourself, and I try no: to be sc-lilsh in these decisions. To tlie d ,noe 
a man can, at least to the degree I can, I do what is right as I see it, and if it denies 
mo what I want, I am not troubled by it. ’ 08 

That you have wasted the energy of -an aging man who suddenly feels the yoor 3 with 
hia work undone is the least of what you have done, hut I need not repeat that. 1 do hope 
you learn by it. You are still young. P 

I ao look lor ward to bearing from C. I hope he soos this is the right way for him, 
the way tna* la the future, if any decision in now painful, is the one that will trouble 
hxm least. If dost/ bragged, then C knows more and in different areas than he has indicated, 
^^ren. 0j ' 1 tiBS tluui Da Has» 09 the King asoaon. nation, I do not know how share 
he is. ii .is is real sharp, he may real some cf my ellipsis. I Lope ho does and I hope 
he reacts. Eu. June as nothing i can do about that save give him uho advice of a son wno 
has. lived lo ^f» had “oro experience with life, and is bettor able to predict what nay 
in later years haun: a younger man. Especially one of a minority who cannot be blind to 
wiat rs todaj_ happening to all iinoriUes, especially tho one from which ho coiaos, and 
s&Vf ^ m<3kalt enough to ask himself whether this can flow from the assassinations. 
Should he later co.re to realize this is the case and that he has done loss than he fght, 
if he has a conscience, it ;rLli na^ hin. 

„ mi * ^ i ° 0 ' I 1 aot °“ 3rcis - !*• 1 iwo to loavo it tho way the two of 

d ?‘, 1 tLillk 1 U trouble learning C's real identity, but I’ll not even 

^*.7 a50 ! lta » past and present, and I'll not mention this to thorn. I can consult 

lit,, list o.I ncabera on the association of fonaor i igonfeo, and again I will not. It will 
bo C3s way, anu I hops we both agree that is tlic right way, no, and for later. 

I ,.iah you both well. 



Since roly. 



